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NOVA'S IA

Natural Resources and Renewables

April 17, 2024
Dear Rails to Trails Managers,

The Department of Natural Resources and Renewables (NRR) has initiated and completed a comprehensive
review concerning the existing 60-inch maximum width restriction for off-highway vehicles (OHVs) and the
66-inch openings of gates/barriers along trails developed on former rail corridors. This evaluation was
conducted by a working group that incorporated insights from other provincial practices, as well as input
from trail specialists within the Department of Communities, Culture, Tourism, and Heritage, and trail
managers.

We recognize that OHVs have progressively increased in size, and considering the multi-use nature of these
trails, the implications for all users were a critical aspect of our deliberations.

Our findings confirm that the trails on these former rail corridors can safely accommodate OHVs up to 66
inches wide. Consequently, we will adjust the gate/barrier openings to a standardized minimum width of
74 inches. During our review, it was noted that some trail managers reported minimal concerns regarding
unauthorized access, and that existing gates/barriers occasionally pose maintenance challenges. Therefore,
the installation of gates/barriers will be required solely in instances identified by the managing trail group
or the NRR as having issues with unauthorized access.

Our objective is to standardize all gate/barrier openings to at least 74 inches by the year 2028. Trail
management groups overseeing structures narrower than 74 inches are instructed to clearly display
signage indicating these restrictions at trail entry points and road crossings.

Additionally, the department, via this working group, is in the process of establishing a uniform set of rules
applicable to all rail trails permitting OHV use throughout the province.

Should you have any concerns or need further clarification, please do not hesitate to reach out to Corey
Robar, Trails and OHV Program Officer, at the Department of Communities, Culture, Tourism, and Heritage,
by phone at 902-233-3526 or via email at corey.robar@novascotia.ca.

Please note, this letter supersedes any prior communications or restrictions regarding gate/barrier
dimensions and maximum allowable OHV width.

Yours sincerely,

Gordon Delano, Director Central Region
S’Eum DdoreV
Steven Delorey, Director Eastern Region

Dustin Oikle, Director Western Region

c Corey Robar, Trail and OHV officer



